
North Yorkshire
& Cleveland 
Coastal Forum Coastal Forum News

www.coastalforum.org.uk

Summer 2014

Welcome...
to the summer edition of the newsletter. It brings you up to date 
with the latest from the coast between South Gare and Speeton. 
The Coastal Forum is made up of over 160 organisations and 
individuals who come together at an annual conference to discuss 
various topics affecting our coastline. The Forums main themes 
are conservation, flood risk management, bathing water quality, 
recreation and marine issues.

FEATURES IN THIS ISSUE 
INCLUDE...
n Heritage Coast Management Plan 

– new priorities
n Filey Flood alleviation project
n Marine Plans for the east coast
n Marine Conservation Zones
n North East Coastal Observatory 

website

With the 2008 – 13 Heritage Coast Management Plan now completed, 
the coastal partnership is looking to refresh the approach that is taken 
to caring for our magnificent coastline in North Yorkshire and Cleveland. 
Part of developing the new plan will be to gather priorities that people 
feel are relevant and important as we enter into another 5 year period  
of focus for our coast.  We will keep the traditional core values and topics 
of Heritage Coast management but we will enter into a new aspect of 
work driven by economic measures to ensure we are making the most  
of this marvellous  coastal asset that we have.

The Heritage Coast partnership has achieved a great deal of its 
objectives over the last five years. Some of the highlights have been 
improvements to the natural environment such as planting of 16,820 
metres [ 10.5 miles] of new mixed species farm hedgerow, repairing 2,750 
metres [1.7 miles] of drystonewall, installing 3,550 metres [2.2 miles]  
of watercourse fencing to prevent pollution into coastal streams, raising 
over £500,000 for farm conservation works and encouraging landowners 
to graze the important undercliff sites on the coast leading to 121 acres 
being brought back into conservation management. A number of clifftop 
ponds have been dug for wildlife and interpretive panels have been put 
in to explain about various habitats along the coast.

If there are any issues or projects that newsletter readers would like  
to see included or addressed in the new plan please get in touch via  
the Coastal Forum website www.coastalforum.org.uk  or contact  
J.Beech@northyorkmoors.org.uk

Hedge planting at Goldsborough on the Heritage Coast © J Beech

East Coast  
Marine Plan
The government has recently 
adopted the first ever Marine 
Plan generated by the Marine 
Management Organisation 
[MMO]. The plan is the first 
of a suite of 11 Marine Plans 
around England that will 
ensure we have a co-ordinated 
and integrated approach to 
management of our seas 
into the future. The inshore 
and offshore areas between 
Flamborough and Felixstowe 
out to our maritime boundary 
are the focus of attention and 
the full plan can be downloaded 
from here:  
http://www.
marinemanagement.org.uk/
marineplanning/areas/east_
plans.htm

The current focus for the next 
Marine Plan is for the south 
coast with no indication as yet 
for a start time for a north east 
plan which would cover our 
North Yorkshire and Cleveland 
section of coast.

Shore rockling in rockpools at 
Runswick Bay © Paula Lightfoot
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Coastal Observatory
A website full of information about coastal erosion  
and defences for our local coastline has been operational 
for a number of years now and is available at  
http://www.northeastcoastalobservatory.org.uk/

Date for the Diary 
The annual Coastal Forum conference is to  
be held in Whitby this year on Wednesday  
17th September. This time we will be focusing 
on the coastal economy, Heritage Coast Plan,  
shipbuilding in Whitby and  training opportunities in 
sustainable fishing. Please make a note in your diaries, 
more details to follow ... 

Flood Alleviation for Filey
The floods of 2002 and 2007 saw Filey badly affected 
by water and sewage and led to damage of property in 
the town and surrounding countryside. Following these 
episodes a system to try and prevent flood waters from 
entering the town has been discussed and is now in its 
early development stages. The most suitable option is 
concentrated on installing a large ditch and wall system 
around the outskirts of the town which will drain down 
into the sea in Filey Bay. The ditch system will effectively 
link areas of existing wetland at Filey Dams and provide 
not just a flood alleviation scheme but an opportunity 
to increase biodiversity and habitat in the surrounding 
area. Ground investigations are currently underway with 
a timetable for project design and planning application 
being July 2015.

Inshore waters close to Staithes -  
part of the proposed Marine Conservation Zone © J Beech

Flood water draining to the sea at Filey 
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Conservation Planning at Sea 
Following the introduction of the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 2009, commitment was given 
to developing an ‘ecologically coherent network 
of marine protected areas’ in the territorial waters 
around England. Marine Conservation Zones [MCZs]  
were identified by four regional focus groups 
consisting of stakeholders with an interest in 
assessing how these zones were developed. 
As a result 127 such areas were put forward for 
designation. 2013 saw 27 of these areas designated 
with a further 37 being considered for designation  
in 2015. 

Closest to our coastline is the Runswick Bay 
proposed MCZ whose boundaries lie between  
the rocky shores at Staithes and Sandsend reaching 
out to 3 nautical miles at its seaward edge. This area  
has been noted for its important matrix of rock and 
 sediment habitats each supporting unique and 
diverse marine communities. The inshore waters 
provide good spawning ground for herring and 
lemon sole and nursery areas for Sprat, Whiting,  
Cod and Plaice. 

Consultation on the proposed MCZ will take place  
early in 2015.


